Chapter XVIII
THE TOMB OF SALIH AND THE SEI'AR COUNTRY

And Salah lived thirty years, and hgat Eber; And Salah lived after he legat
Eberfour hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters.       GENESIS

Towards ihee the Polestars led,~and there where mens feet had passed a track
flam to see that wound by calms over ridges scarred.

ALQAMAH.  Trans, Sm C. LYAII.

WITH the exception of Colonel Boscawen, who has left no record of his
travels, the Sei'ar country had not hitherto been visited by a European, and
never by a Government representative. Enquiries as to possible routes
from members of the Sei'ar tribe in Mukalk seemed to point to the feasibility
of the programme which I had framed tentatively in Aden, but the more
enquiries I made in Shibam and Tarim the longer the journey seemed to
become. All together seven different proposals were made by Sei'ars and
others to take us to their country and all of them described routes varying
either completely or in part. In addition I met some beduin of the Ahl
Bureik in Shibam who invited us to go to Shabwa. The Ahl Bureik are a
small tribe of sheikhs turned completely beduin who now own Shabwa.
Once they were masters of Shihr and Britain's first treaty with Shihr was
with 'Ali Naji, the BureiH Chieftain. Shabwa has now a local reputation
only for its rock salt, and the fact that the beduin have been unwilling to
let travellers enter is simply due to suspicion that they may be after their"
salt. The ancient Sabota is now said to be buried in the sands, though there
are some of its walls still standing and built into modern mud huts. There
are said to be only four inscriptions visible. As Pliny says, it stands on a
wadi hill and was famous among the ancients as the incense capital with
sixty temples, so from a personal point of view I should very much have
liked ttf have gone there, but official considerations required the other
journey.

,  It soon became clear that with our limited time we could not do tfae
wbok Journey to the desert and back to Tarim, and so I reduced our i&ffe-
meats to a visit into the Sei'ar country and a return by another touts, Ba
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